
Tambourine Craft and Parade Activity 

for use with “The Krewe of Barkus and Meoux” 



 

Tambourine Craft Instructions 

Tambourine Craft and Parade Activity 

for use with “The Krewe of Barkus and Meoux” 

 

Supplies:

Paper Plates (2 per child) 
Pipe Cleaners (4 per child) 
1 x Hole Puncher 
1 x Stapler 
Bag of Kidney Beans or other large beans 
Jingle Bells (4 per child) 
Crayons 
Markers 
Mardi Gras Beads 
Speaker for Music 

Step 1: Station Setup Each child should have 2 paper plates, four pipe cleaners, four bells, and
access to crayons or markers. 
Assisting adults should have access to a hole punch, stapler and handful of large beans. 

Step 2: Decorate Plates 
There are two paper plates, and each must be decorated
for the parade. Adults will put on some jazz band music in
the background (not too loud). 
The adult instructing encourages the children to think
about how the music makes them feel and to consider
what colors or shapes will work best for their 
tambourine. 
They can draw music notes, shapes, scribbles, lines – the
way the music feels can be their guide. (For younger
children this may be too abstract, and simple shapes or
colorful scribbles will do just fine). 



Once students are done decorating their plates, they may place both plates on top of one
another. If necessary, an adult can help staple the edges of their plate leaving space to pour a
handful of beans into the plates before stapling them enough that no beans fall out. 
Next, use a hole punch to punch four holes in the plate. 

 

Step 4: Give the Tambourine a Good Test Shake 
Each tambourine should now be fully decorated, stapled,
hole punched, and threaded with a pipe cleaner and bell.
Time to give this instrument a good warmup shake! 

 

Step 3: Pipe Cleaners and Bells 
The student will now thread a bell onto a pipe cleaner. Take the pipe cleaner and thread it
through a hole in the plate. 
Twist the end of the pipe cleaner to secure the bell. Repeat three more times with each bell 
and pipe cleaner. 

Step 2: Staple, Beans, Hole Punch 



 

For Parents and Educators 

This tambourine craft activity reinforces and develops: 

Step 5: Time for a Parade! Line the students up and pass out
Mardi Gras Beads for the Second Line Parade! 
Each student should now have their tambourine and a 
strand of Mardi Gras beads in hand. The instructor will ask,
“what are we celebrating with our second line today?”
Students can say what comes to mind (“Pizza!”, “My
tambourine!” etc). 
The parade can begin as the instructor 
encourages everyone to remember what they are choosing to 
celebrate and to shake their tambourines to the beat! An adult
can  turn up the music for the parade (consider Trombone
Shorty’s “Hurricane Season” for a good song to dance and
celebrate to). A designated adult will oversee the music as the
instructor leads the second line around the room. A few times
around should be good, you can feel it out based on the
student’s energy. 
The adult in charge of music can begin to decrease the volume
of the music when it is time to wind down the parade. 

Step 6: Transition from Parade to Coloring Pages & Book Signing 
Now that everyone has the wiggles out, students can go back to
their seats and work on coloring sheets to wind down. 
If applicable, during this time the author can begin to sign books
for adults or students with pre-order forms. 

Visual Spatial Skills (folding or twisting pipe cleaners) 
Visual Motor Integration (copying shapes, shaking the tambourine to a beat) 
Builds hand strength, manual dexterity and hand-eye coordination (threading bells on pipe cleaners) 
Attention & Following Directions 

*Activities and crafts created by Arte by Bones LLC in consultation with Bloom Therapy Services LLC All Rights
Reserved* 

Tambourine Activity: Second Line Parade 


